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(NRSV)
- May, 2021
: = °
n [ ] [ ] o 1]
Wihvat'is the Missional Church?  [nside this lssme
¢tKS g2NR aGYAaarzylfé KlF-a 0SSO zm%isthgl-,w@gljonalz F o
recent years. Often, it is as§umed,that thisis a new way to spe%(hg " Pgs1&2| .
JUKS YAdaaAzy uUuKlFlu KlIFa 0SSYy LIINI 2F UKS |OF
very beginning. Whereas there is some truth that there is a relation-
ship between mission and missional, their approach to the work-ofdensberg Moravian
the church is vastly different. 250th Anniversary
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representative of God in the world. Being missional representsca calls us to Ministry
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The missional conversation begins with the understanding that God is a missionary God or a|sending \Wilma A. Lewis
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Gift of God
This missionary God is ever sending into the world. God the Father sends the Son. Later,|God the Pg 6
Father, the Son sends the Spirit. Then, God the Father, the Son, the Spirit, sends the church into the
world. Throughout the Gospels, Jesus sends his disciples out. In the post resurrection narrative’ifys 2nd
the Gospel of John, we hear Jesus as the one who was sent by the Father into the world saylﬂ%i%vﬁ@a”e
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out on its own initiative based on the Great Commission. The missional church orientatio
discern what God is doing in the communities around and join God in doing it.
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What is the Missional Church? Continued from Page 1 AYONBIFaS (GKS LRaaroAtAlASa
love, deliverance, affirmation, and salvation. The posture of
Noted theologian Jirgen Moltmann puts it this way, "It is listening while embedded in community, allows the
not the church that has a mission of salvation to fulfill to the missional church to freely participate in the unfolding pur-
world; it is the mission of the Son and the Spirit through the pose of God.
Father the}t ivncIques the chu,rch, creating achurcvh as it 90€S1 0 missional.chureh SN ses on boupdary © ing
2y Aua gl e 70| hdz NI ot Ml o cris‘]s%ng R Tn8réPthan §oﬁ1§int %e%réié{éﬁ%r-
of a God whollSgaiye I Nmu P < hood. The Great Commission calls us to go into all the

e eine elie] Gy e ien them o 2 deelOerworld which in this case speaks of ethnicities. It is human
awareness of the presence of God in the'world. The church

; h : . i nature to retreat into sameness even when we know bet-
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gets to participate with God. Orthodox theology tells us re§ch .th "Sanfafftan “widma ohn "4 L & da't '.éjy'%‘
e o nd. that the Holv Spirit i » Phoenician woman (Mark 7: 28D). Crossing boundaries

> - ywhere a at the Holy opirit 1S active puts us in places of discomfort but it ultimately expands

among us. God so loved that world, that God continues tothe reach of the gospel and the presence of Jesus in the

<181 I 1S WS 9 el eeie 1 Co0, LUK W Umels place where the mission of God is needed. It means that

stan_d et GOd 'S waiting on us to. move beyon_d OU" God is concerned for more people than those in our sphere
TOTMEE TEHETS 6f TineE C.;Od B EEive, te mey 1 ouf of influence. The mission of God encompasses the whole
SES 1D S St ISR T Inigs ssyent) L1 geinsiee bOdyWorld. Being the missional church requires taking risks to

tcr:]gtvltl);;c;kon Lor the redemtptlgle prej_encteh o hGOdH 'I;hte encounter people whose situations may challenge our sen-
pandemic seems to be sending the church out 1o g yiie o Notwithstanding, like Jesus who ate at the Phari-

e s et o ot R0 S8 04 K 2 gz ) upreeSinmenvomeo came
hdeP oy aet y dg.th.h P YR 61 AKSR WS&adzaQ FSSU sAGK
xai?irr? f%r IS ?rea ylactl_ve, cr?_aflng ?jnet; Wlt' n e‘l?t:S her hair, the missional church goes where it is sent even
alting Justice, salvation, reliel, and redemption. € when its presence might be misunderstood.
missional church follows Jesus into the community to meet
LIS21L)X S S6KSNB (KSé& | NB | yR TheotNds & dacing R @great ahadlehoe infins curenRea
preferred destination. The missional church is about its Fa-With many questioning their faith and the relevance of the
GKSNRA o0dzaAaAySaad church. Our best response is to embody a missional pos:
The missional church listens. Quite often, churches doture following God to journey with people and help them
whatever they do. Sometimes the ministry connects with encounter the God who loves them unconditionally. Win-
the context and other times it does not. The focus is ning an argument does not grow the kingdom, but pointing
normally internal, the general membership, while ignoring someone to hope in Jesus brings restoration, joy, and
those who are not there yet. The missional church peace. The greater the sense of confusion in the world, the
prioritises the neighbouc the people God is calling them to greater the need for a church that wants to be missional
reach. Reaching people requires getting to know them. Inand join God in the world.

Luke 10 Jesus sent out the disciples without their vital SUP-5 do we qet there? Like everything else, there are ng
pliescy2ysez Of20Ksaz ¥22R® %&%ﬁﬁwsw@r% N&, | hudteliesaytthiVoheh e d¥dqued
need of hospitality who have left their baggage behind, tjong of our current ministry activities as to how they align
enter the neighborhoods and communities where you live. it missional posture, we must be willing to recalibrate

Sit at the table of the other, and there you may begin 10 \yhen they do not align. How does our ministry connect
KSIFNJ gKF U D2R Aa R2AYy3Ie O Ld the Nﬁ"ss}{)ﬁaﬁlﬁg@d? BV rtave &9 imBdB %P the
expected the disciples to be hosted by the community and neqnje God is attending to in the world? Are we required to

he expects the same of us. In the process, they learnt aboul‘move out of our comfort zone to reach others? Maybe a
the people and about what God was doing among them. Iny-5 NB  F dzy RF YSy G I f jd2SatAzy

such engagements, the church thinks less about strategies,- 5 3 3 & 2 VIt KE
and programmes and more about people.

ln.going..to_communities, the missional church gets the | pray that as we lean into.the SHIFT it becomes clearer how
2L NldzyAle a2z SYo2Re kR WSHKARIHIOS §En aa@yorgheltNgRe minfstdy $okas mig-
fATS 2F WSadza Ayia2 SOSNE ysorthatrdsgomds toihglagtigh®iGod@mpuyadus. d-at szl
Network Blog, n.d.). The missional church is concerned tdb€ praying for greater discernment to recognize the space
represent Christ accurately in the world. In interacting that God is creating for us to join the mission in progress.
meaningfully with people without reference to office, we
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Friedensberg Moravian - 250th Anniversary Service
Sunday, May 02, 2021

: o ~__the Superintendent of the Virgin Islands Conference
Shouts of praises and thanksgiving rang out from within gey, Eylencine Christopher; former pastor of the con-
the walls of the Friedensberg Moravian Church in gregation who served for 20 years, Rev. Dr. Dion Chris

. o . th

ll:reqlenkstedSSt. _ Cr0|;<.th Lbe occats_lonf Wasdthe1§$§) topher; and from Lt. Governor Roach on behalf of the
nniversary Service o1 The Cog g e e "‘Government and people of the United States Virgin

The sanctuary, decorated in blue, white and silver, theISIan ds

members also dressed in those colors, the colors chosen
FT2N) 0KS OSf SONXGA2Yy 6KAOK g1 a (K
[ AGAYy3 GKS aSdal 3Sz [ATFTUAYy3d (KS
expectancy.

Leading the worship was the Chairperson of the Anniver-
sary Committee, Sis Evannie Jeremiah. The wel-
come was extended by the pastor of the congregation,
Rev. Dr. Jeremy B. Francis. He welcomed Bishop Conrad
Spencer, pastor of Faith Congregation on St. Croix; Rev.
Eulencine Christopher, Superintendent of the Moravian
Church, Virgin Islands Conference, Rev. Alicia-lRogd,
pastor of the Friedensthal congregation in Christiansted
and the guest preacher for the day, Rev. Dr. Cortroy Ja.
vis of the Memorial congregation in St. Thomas. Speciat | { Ay 3 LI NI Ay GKS aSNDA
welcome was extended to their spouses who were alsoship who started the service with a sign language item
present. The Lt. Governor, the Honorable Tragenza A{i 2 ¢d¢ 201 f t NI AaS¢é¢s>
Roach who was also in attendance was also warmly wel-

comed.

TIWYYYY]
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Host Pastor, Rev. Dr. Jeremy B Francis, Rev. Alicia Rossloyd ) )
of Friedensthal and Superintendent, Rev. Eulencine Christopher The Men of the Congregation rendered a welteived

celebrate in praise and Worship AGSY SyuauAaidt SR> ahyS [ KdzN
Three Young Men did an instrumental of music much

Congratulatory greetings'were brought,to.the congre- to the delight of the congregation. The lessons were

gation from the Chairman of the Moravian Church read by one of the oldest andyoungest-members of

Eastern West Indies Province, Rev. Algernon Lewis; the church, Sis. Almira Mcintosh and Sis. DeAndre
Brewley, respectively.

Continued on page 4

Advance the Kingdom - S.H.I.F.'T



Friedensberg Moraviari 250" Anniversary Service
Continued from Page 3

Moravian Music Sundak

The guest speaker, Rev. Dr. Cortroy Jarvis delivered a

powerful and impacting se|
mon based on John 15:4 unc

GKS GAOEST &
t26SNJ 2F D2RC D2
aged _and . challenged” tk

church gathered to be cor
nected, convicted, and col’
verted in our attempt to reacl
communities as we love th‘
lost, live the message and |
the Savior.

i

Moravian Music Sunday will be celebrated on Sunday June
/Q, %OZlJI@@ §1ematic focus this year is Trust in God.

E%IeN ‘T]{[as always had its share of challenges however, the
Covid19 pandemic has intensified the struggle for many,
and significantly changed the way churches around the
world conduct their public worship and ministry to those in
need. We are encouraged therefore in the face of this
health crisis reality to trust in the most powerful and limit-
less ability of God to actively remain faithful to us.

Our trust in God is not a mere reflective, somber or muted
undertaking. We are trusting in the limitless ability of the
infinite God. Our trust therefore enlivens a worship that is
not only quiet and pensive, but boisterous and exuberant
filled with an unrestrained praise.

The following songs are suggested in the hope that they will
capture the full gamut of our trust in God through congre-
gational singing.

Worship leaders should experiment with a wide range of
instruments (especially percussive instruments) to encour-
age a celebratory atmosphere for worship.

Please note that pastors and worship leaders may augment
this list as needed, mindful of time constraints with regard
to COVID protocols in their respective territories.

# 518 Our Father By Denise Sritiwis

The 250 Anniversary Service of the Friedensberg canticle #7 The Hosanna Anthem By Christian Gregor
Congregation was indeed an inspiring, wonderful, and 4357 \we have this hope By Edris M V Roberts, GOM

challenging experience. Heartiest congratulations and
encouragement are extended to the church as it seeks

to represent Christ in the western end of the beautiful

Island of St. Croix while loving the lost, living the

message and lifting the Savior.
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Gift boxes for all attendees in celebration
of the anniversary

# 30 You are wonderful You are marvellous By Alberta Titus

# 494 In the morning Lord By Ulston Patmore Smith

Quote of the Day

G2 3INBI G
Gkl Ay 3 >

G, 2dzQNB 2FF
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Dr. Seuss Author/Poet
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God Calls us to Ministry It is important that we preach the message given to us by
God and not our own message or we shall be like the
false prophets spoken of in the Bible, because as the
Fourth Century Archbishop of Constantinople, John Chry-
az2aili2yY>x y20SR>X ayvyzald 27 0
refuse to treat preachers as their instructors. They rise
above the status of disciples and assume that of specta-
tors sitting in judgement on secular spee¥i | A'yY 3 €

The Minister as Prophet

We have previously looked at th
Minister as Priest. We now come to look at
the Minister as Prophet.

What is a prophet? A very popular-idea among many g,me words of wisdom come to us on the role of the

Christians is that a prophet’is a person who foretells yinigter as prophet or preacher from the Scottish theolo-
coming events before they occur. There is an element ofg 4 yS t® ¢® C2NEB8GK® hT

that in the work-of a prophet and in many cases in the peach to the Church from the Gospel so that with the
Old testament, we find that prophets did foretell what ;| ¢ _NDK KS YI & LINBF OK (i KS

came to pass at a later date. Howeyer foretelllng Waspreachlng presupposes a Church, and not merely a
not the primary role of a prophet in the Bible, but LJdzo f A O Xuis&-§s ontIieMﬁan: er, then, is not the

forthtellingz U KF O AaxX aLISEH1AYy3d DILRYFsIFMR HxsK b%atﬁﬁ b§93\

When one lives close to God and is able to hear God/ KINDKOE 62 NRS | Y B G2 dzifs

speaking in distinct tones, his message certainly has the‘order that he and the Church together may declare them
character of foretelling future events. G2 GKS #2NIRX2KSYy (KS LINBI
to build themup asa Christian community; when he
D2RQ& LINPLKS(GAa YIRS KAa ¢ RREFs Wﬁwoﬂcgtu'%tg Euﬂdzt*iﬁm g 2 ghrighang
6SNB (KS LINBIOKSNA 2F D2ROZ Y sNR4e ﬁ§SLJNﬁ Jkéﬁ'i‘bVNfeJP
(KS YAYAZGSNI Aa GKE --meT };ﬁe%eagig@

Gospel in succession to the biblical prophets. So, 1o UTISEEE starts Wlth a Church of brethren
P Prop ' tthat agree with him and that believe with him; and in his
was the message of the prophets?

L2 SN KS 32Sa 02 | "g2NI R
In the Old Testament, we have what are callddjor ~ . . L
Prophets and Minor Prophets.Let us consider some W2 Ky  DNESy¥St RU YI1Sa UKS
features or functions of preaching from different Old Ephesians 4:11, Paul makes specific reference to apos
Testament prophets. One of the famous words of the tles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and teachers, but
YAY2NJ LINRPLIKSG ! Y2& A& T2 dzphBse feyns ard Bob always wsed to mescrilde Ldistikatlyl
despise your festivals, and | take no delight in youra SLJ NI 4 S Fdzy Ol A 2 ya XLY YI yi
solemn assemblies. But let justice roll down like waters,LINRP 6 6f &8 Y2NB Ay GKS aaSii
FYR NAIKGSZdzaysSaa fA °l S Iy ev%r{ééué‘dﬁ/&si‘pﬂ)ﬁ\abfﬁon@ WhBEnY i pléck Ao
and love of wealth of his day. to one congregatlon and the teacher worked informally
Wlth small groups rather than speaklng to large assem-

L S . . s The tles re th aders of the church_but
S§yO2dN 38YSyi (G2 D2RQa LJS Uf e Ee

Vi o = s oA A k| y‘ h y
fFGSN) OKI LJWOSNE® | S LINE Of | YSRZ esz
Y& LIS2L) Sz¢ Fa D2RQa 62NR Tnfnemm:ismahmus pr@pheﬁclron@mhen, is fomﬂer,

LINE Of F AYSNJ I YR 02 YYdaytheOl G 2
When we turn to the prophet Jeremiah, we find that God y 2y
fOOd News the Go?pel

OFff SR KAY aid2 LX dzO1 dzkJ LJdzt R26yZ (G2 RS&0GNER
G2 20SNIKNRg: (G2 odaAfR T yRSt JahaChrusoSuor‘:sIXLB@@mtbewesmmdm F K MY
other words he was {0 preach words-ofycondemnation. . - ForsytRositive Preaching and the Modern Mind

3 . . John GroenfeldtyVe have this Ministry.
and destruction as well as words of affirmation and
encouragement from God according to the times and
circumstances.

We hear the prophet Isaiah preaching a message o
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The Honorable Wilma A. Lewis
Honorary Doctor of Law

The Moravian family offers heartiest congratulations to

the Sis, the Honorable Wilma A. Lewis on being awarded?00k by Rev. Dr. Jo

an honorary
Doctor of Law by
the University of

the Virgin Islands
for distinguished
and superlative

service to the judi-
ciary both in the
Virgin Islands and
the United States
mainland.  Judge

Lewis is a trailblazer in many respects including being the

first woman to serve as federal judge in the US Virgin

Islands and as Chief Judge in the District Court. Judge

NEW BOOK

We are pleased to announce the publication of the

seph E. Nicholas,

Books are  nov
available at the
Moravian
Headquarters

at Cashew Hill
EC$46.00 each
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Lewis has served on the Board of Trustees of The Mora-

vian Theological Seminary in Pennsylvania, on the Con-
gregational Leadership Board on the Mainland and in St.

Croix, and currently serves as the director of the
Friedensfeld Handbell Choir. Congratulations to our
Sister, Hon. Dr. Wilma A. Lewis.

Mr. Alexander A. Moorhead
Doctor of Humane Letters

The Moravian family offers heartiest congratulations to
Bro. Alexander Moorhead on being awarded an honorary
Doctor of Humane
Letters by the Uni
versity of the Virgi
Islands for hi
distinguished an
superlative servic
to the University o
the Virgin lIslands,
the Virgin island
Legislature, and th
wider Virgin Islands
community in many capacities.

Bro. Moorhead is a graduate of the Moravian College,
Harvard University, and is a member of the Friedensthal
Congregation.  Congratulations to  our Brother,
Dr. Alexander A. Moorhead.

To Celebrants- May\'i6thr 31st

Sis. Cletus Bowetlones 21
Sis. Deborah Challenger 27
Bro. Daniel Mark 31"

To Celebrants- June 1st 15th

Sis. Stacey Herbekiannix 2
Sis. Sharon McCardpseph 5
Bro. Nigel Daniel 5
Sis. Bernadine Chase 7
Bro. Charles Peters 7
Sis. Rena E. P. Wardemancis 11
Bro. Calvin Isaac 13

Bro. Edgar and Sis. Angela Fredeﬁgirffo May 25

o‘\\

Bro. Reuben & Sis. Ivy Vessup \ '4; - J

une

Advance the Kingdom - S.H.I.F.'T



