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‘times at our end’, and ‘times on our end,” which need a recognition of the coming of the Son
of Man into our times. Advent is an adventure: we must
~ rediscover it, recapture it, and reaffirm it.

“Son of Man coming in the cloud” is an important note
for faith communities today. The recognition of this
Christological title, which was picked from the
apocryphal literature of Daniel, occurs in seeing God in
Christ amidst the dirt and dust of our contexts. There is a
nearness of God’s presence among us and amidst us,
manifest when God in Christ pitched his tent among the
materiality of our contexts.

If Luke the gospel writer lived today, in our fragile

world, he would call and discern the signs of our times.

Looking at conflict in Palestine, Israel, Syria, Saudi

Arabia, Yemen, Guatemala, Honduras, South America,

Europe, the United States of America and elsewhere, he

might speak of ‘distress among nations,’ as recorded in Luke 21:25. Looking at discussions on

{iclimate change by global leaders, where the ‘future of the planet’ is the key issue on the table,
he might speak once more of people ‘confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves.’

He would further call the long, unsafe, undocumented travels of refugees, as they flee from
war and situations of violence in their home countries, ‘people fainting from fear’. Such fear is
also due to the rising intolerance towards minorities of many governments and other
indigenous communities.

In such and similar other contexts, Luke proposes that “Then they will see ‘the Son of Man
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory” (verse 27). Such a sign of the Son of Man
coming is a sign of hope for communities who are in deep distress and suffering. Advent,
therefore, as a ‘time of waiting’ is an affirmation of the ‘nearness of God’ for our time.
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Will God’s reign be fully realized?
Continued from Page 1

In this context, it is important to take a closer look at
Luke 21:25-36.

“There will be signs in the sun, moon and stars. On the
earth, nations will be in anguish and perplexity at the
roaring and tossing of the sea. *° People will faint from
terror, apprehensive of what is coming on the world,
for the heavenly bodies will be shaken. *” At that time
they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with
power and great glory. ** When these things begin to
take place, stand up and lift up your heads, because
your redemption is drawing near.”

*’ He told them this parable: “Look at the fig tree and
all the trees. *° When they sprout leaves, you can see for
yourselves and know that summer is near. *' Even so,
when you see these things happening, you know that the
kingdom of God is near.

2 “Truly I tell you, this generation will certainly not
pass away until all these things have happened.
3 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will
never pass away.

* “Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down
with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties of life,
and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap.
3 For it will come on all those who live on the face of
the whole earth. ° Be always on the watch, and pray
that you may be able to escape all that is about to
happen, and that you may be able to stand before the
Son of Man.”

Advent unsettles our notions of a God of distant
transcendence, high above the clouds, disclosing to it a
God of immanence, who as ‘Son of Man coming in the
cloud,” has come near to the creation and its creatures.
The distance between God and creation is reduced in
this growing nearness. This serves as a sign of hope for
communities longing and waiting for transformation.

With the coming of the Son of Man, Luke proposes
that ‘redemption is near,” for God in Christ has
redeemed the creation from its traps and chains.
However, one has to recognize that ‘redemption’ is also
a market term, which means a ‘repurchase.” Our con-
text today demands us to untangle this metaphor, which
has been subsumed, distorted, and trivialized by the
language of the market and globalization. The point is
customers ‘redeem’ their reward points in
supermarkets, airlines, department stores and the like.
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The Son of Man’s presence among and in our contexts
is to redeem his transcendence and turn it into
immanence. The redemption of justice from the bonds
of injustice is a much sought after sign of hope for our
times.

Advent affirms the nearness of God’s redemption,
which calls for reparation as a way forward. Raj Bharat
Patta in his article on Advent says, "Redemption for
our times may have to be interpreted as reconciliation
and reparation. If redemption is ‘pay with’, reconcilia-
tion is ‘pay together,” and reparation is ‘pay back.’"
Jesus in Luke’s gospel explains his coming with a fig
tree: when the leaves sprout it is a sign of coming
summer. Likewise with these signs of our times and the
signs of hope sprouting; the kingdom of God is at hand
and is nearing.

However, in the reign of God, with the Son of Man as a
subject, God’s reign will be a fully realized one, where
creatures in the creation will define, describe, and
decide the reign. God’s reign is a space that will emerge
from below, amidst our contexts and communities. It is
a reign that contests all forms of autocracy, authoritari-
anism, colonialism, democracy, dictatorship, and any
other such oppressive forms. Advent therefore is an
affirmation of the nearness of God’s reign, where the
Son of Man decides along with his creation the form of
rule.

The relevance of Advent today is to invoke the nearness
of God’s presence, redemption, and reign within our
contexts, for the Son of Man has already come and
pitched his tent. Reconciliation and reparation become
key in striving for justice whether in Palestine, Iran,
Syria, Israel, Saudi Arabia, Yemen, the United States of
America, Europe, Latin America, climate talks, or
anywhere else for human greed has taken over the earth
for all these years.

The nearness of God inspires communities to work for
justice, for the Son of Man participates in the struggles
of the creation, striving for its liberation. Advent is
adventurous: get into it, work for justice, and become
channels of hope, for you are the hope that the world is
in need of.

The nearness of God inspires communities to work for
justice, for the Son of Man participates in the struggles
of the creation. His reign will overtake and eradicate all
obstacles that seeks to prevent the redemption of His
creation.

"Advance the Kingdom" ~ Live as Kingdom Citizens
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Hymn of the Month for December, 2018

by
Rev. Dr. Mikie Roberts, Provincial Director of Music

The hymn for the month of December is Canticle # 2 — 5 To perform the mercy promised to our fathers,
Benedictus. The opening chapter of the Gospel and to remember his | holy | covenant :
according to Luke has The oath which he | sware to - our | father | Abraham,

~ two songs. The first was .
- Mary’s song which is
usually referred to as the

That we being delivered out of the | hand of - our | enemies :
Might | serve him - with- | out | fear,

Magnificat However 7 In holiness and | righteousness - be- | fore him :
from verses 68 to 79 wé All the | days of | our | life.
have the song of 8 And thou child shall be called Prophet of the | Most | High :
: 4 Zacharias, the father of For thou shalt go before the | Lord - to pre- | pare his | ways,
I | John the Baptist who was 0 To give knowledge of sal- | vation to - his | people :

\ ! the forerunner to Jesus. In the for- | giveness | of their | sins,
This canticle is usually 0 Through the tender mercy of | our | God :

referred to as the Whereby the dayspring | from on | high hath | visited us,
Benedictus which is the

Latin translation for the
opening word — blessed.

1 To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in
the | shadow - of | death :
And to guide our feet | into - the | way of | peace.

[

This song was uttered as Zacharias’ first words after he
agreed with his wife Elizabeth that their new born son
would carry the name John. MusinonPadiid

There are two types of chants — single and double. The

Benedictus is a double chant which means that in e .

covering the entire tune two verses are completed. The M‘*M
asterisk at verse 3 indicates that the congregation goes

to the second half of the tune instead of the beginning.

As we welcome the Advent & Christmas season might

the text of this chant help us to prepare ourselves for the Quote of the Day
second coming of our Lord

Below are the words and music for the hymn of the |
month for December: :

BENEDICTUS
Luke 1. 68-
ke L. 5879 % Peace on earth will
1 Blessed be the Lord | God of | Israel : > : ::ome to stay, When we live

For he hath visited | and re- | deemed his | people,

Christmas every day.

2 And hath raised up a | mighty - sal- | vation for us :
In the | house of - his | servant | David.

g As he spake by the mouth of his | holy | prophets :
Which have | been - since the | world be- | gan.

4 To save us | from our | enemies :
And from the | hands of | all that | hate us,




Ordination to the Diaconate of the Moravian
Church Western West Indies Province

The PEC has requested the Rt. Rev. Dr. Conrad
Spencer to Ordain Pastor Daniel Mark a Deacon in
the Moravian Church EWIP on Sunday January 13,
2019 at 5.00 pm at the Moriah Moravian Church in the
Tobago Conference.

Let us remember Brother Daniel and his family in
prayer.

CANTICLE 2

BENEDICTUS

Luke 1: 68-79

Blessed be the Lord / God of / Israel :
For he hath visited / and re- / deemed his people,

And hath raised up a / mighty . sal-/ vation for us :
In the / house of . his / servant / David.

As he spake by the mouth of his / holy / prophets :
Which have / been . since the / world be- / gan.

To save us / from our / enemies :
And from the / hands of / all that / hate us,

To perform the mercy promised to our fathers,
and to remember his / holy / covenant :
The oath which he sware to . our / father / Abraham,

That we being delivered out of the / hand of . our / enemies :
Might / serve him . with- / out / fear,

In holiness and / righteousness . be-/ fore him :
All the / days of / our / life.

And thou child shall be called Prophet of the / Morst / High :
For thou shalt go before the / Lord . to pre- / pare his / ways,

To give knowledge of sal- / vation to . his / people :
In the for-/ giveness / of their / sins,

Through the tender mercy of / our / God :
Whereby the dayspting / from on / high hath / visited us,

To give light to them that sit in darkness, and in the / shadow . of / death :
And to guide our feet / into . the / way of / peace.

Synod Bulletin #1

The new date for the 32nd Provincial Synod to be held in
Barbados has been set from July 12 to 19, 2019. All Mem-
bers of Staff are expected to be at Synod. We anticipate that
all Delegates will be elected by December 2018 and the
names forwarded to the Chairman of PEC by January 15,
2019. We are approximately 7 months away from the begin-
ning of the Synod.

The Venue where the sessions of Synod will be held is the
Duncan C Moore Centre at the Sharon Moravian Church
compound.

In the next bulletin, we shall share the registration fee of
each delegate and the accommodation for the Synod.

Tea Island Girls.
e begum Shellr Jourmey of 3000 malles across Gie Alantie

We celebrate these beautiful, strong and talented
women of Antigua/Barbuda, who are rowing across the
Atlantic in the Talisker Whisky Challenge from
La Gomera Spain, to our shores in the
dockyard, English Harbour, raising funds for their
charity. This is no easy task. Let us all be in prayer
for their safe journey home. God’s speed be with
you... stay safe and we are proud of you.

L to R: Crystal Clashing, Elvira Bell, Kavinia Francis are mem-
bers of the Moravian Church in Antigua and
Samara Emmanuel is a member of the Anglican Church in
Antigua.
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Reflection of The Tortola Moravian Fellowship.

Sometime between 1991 and 1992 Sis Eideen Smith
and Pastor Conrad Spencer (now Bishop Conrad
Spencer) who had not seen each other for some years
met at Sunny Isle Shopping Center in St. Croix and
after finding out that I along with a few other Mora-
vians were living on Tortola he decided to have discus-
sions with the Executive Board of the Moravian Church
Virgin Islands Conference to see what could be done to
start a Ministry in The British Virgin Islands.

He had his talk and here we are today.

Pastors Charles Peters, Ralph Prince, Samuel Jacobs,
and Leon Matthias, began meetings with persons. A
few services were held at the home of Sister Eunice and
Brother Douglas Johnston on Sundays. The first
persons to attend these Sunday morning cottage
services were Brother and Sister Winston and Icilda
Potter and their two children Aliston and Danielle,
Brother and Sister Douglas and Eunice Johnston and
their daughter Janeen, Brother Joseph Williams, Sister
Eideen Smith and her son Keegan St. Jean.

After word got around other Moravians living on
Tortola showed interest and a service was held in the
Methodist Church Hall on Main Street on Sunday 15
November 1993 and the Fellowship was officially
launched, with a mission to evangelize and expand the
growth of the Moravian Church and to witness to God’s
people in the British Virgin Islands.

A steering committee was formed to assist with the
business of the Fellowship. Persons on said committee
were, Sis. Icilda Potter Treasurer, Br. Joseph Williams
Assistant Treasurer, Sis. Eideen Smith Recording
Secretary.

With no sanctuary of our own, a request was made to
the Catholic Church for permission to use their
sanctuary and after discussion between Bishops
Kingsley Lewis of the Moravian Church and Bishop
Reese of the Roman Catholic Church permission was
granted and worship services were held At St. Williams
Roman Catholic Church on Main Street, from 1993.
The Fellowship later moved to the Treasure Isle
Conference Room with bible study and other meetings
being held at the British Virgin Islands High School,
which has since been renamed the Elmore Stoutt High
School.
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During this time the fellowship was attached to and
received support from the Memorial Moravian Church
in St. Thomas along with the various Superintendents
of The Virgin Islands Conference during their
individual tenure. These included Pastor Charles Peters,
Pastor Leon Matthias, Pastor Glenville Gregory, and a
number of Pastors and lay persons who visited from
St. Thomas to conduct worship.

Brothers and sisters who alternated with Pastors
Charles Peters, Ralph Prince, Leon Matthias, Glenville
Gregory, Walton Fredericks and Samuel Jacobs
included Br. William Lomax, Br. George Bedford,
Br. James Nicholas, Br. Michael Francis and Sisters
were Sis. Ilva Kitson, Sis. Ida Dawson, Sis. Dian
Ogarro. Br. John Rodney came on board as the organist
and from time to time, members of the Fellowship
would also conduct services and bring the message.

Confirmation classes were also held during this time
and Sis. Harriette Mc Intosh and sis. Claudia Blyden
were the first to be confirmed.

Other Superintendents who were supportive during
their tenure in the later years were, Pastor Errol Connor,
Pastor Winston Chase, Pastor Winelle Kirton Roberts,
and presently Pastor Eulencine Christopher.

After some years election was held for the Steering
Committee and members elected were, Sis. Icilda Potter
Treasurer, Br. Joseph Williams Assistant Treasurer, Sis.
Eideen Smith Secretary, Sis. Harriette Mc. Intosh
Assistant Secretary, members Sis. Lucille Penn,
Br. Winston Potter, along with various delegates to
island conference.

The first resident pastor was Pastor Anique Elmes who
served from July 1, 1999 to August 31, 2006. During
this time the fellowship moved from the Catholic
Church to the Treasure Isle Conference Room where
worship was held with other activities held at the high
school. Bible study, Confirmation classes, Sunday
School, youth fellowship, and woman’s fellowship
were activities in which members participated. Love
Feast was held at the Methodist Church once they did
not have harvest or the High School tent was used. The
radio broadcast was also started during this time.

A parcel of land was designated for the fellowship by
Sis. Mary Francis who was a member of Memorial

Continue on Page 7
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Reflection of the Tortola Moravian Fellowship
Continued from Page 5

Moravian on St. Thomas but family issues prevented
immediate transfer to the fellowship.

The Fellowship Moved to The St. George’s Primary
School after the proprietors of Treasure Isle decided to
demolish the building.

Pastor Mike Roberts became our interim Pastor for one
year September 2006 to June 2007 during which time
the land struggle continued.

After a long struggle the legal document for the land
donated by Sis. Mary Francis was handed to the
Fellowship on February 13, 2007. Sad to say Sis. Mary
Francis died either that same night or the morning of
February 14, 2007.

Our second resident pastor was Pastor Vankys Juan
Isacc who served from July 1, 2007 to December 31,
2010. It was during this time that plans were started for
the construction of a sanctuary and a building
committee was formed to include, Br. Winston Potter,
Br. John Rodney, Br. Joseph Williams, Sis. Lucille
Penn, Sis. Delacy Brown and Sis. Marilyn Flaunders.

On April 26, 2009 design drawings were presented to
the congregation by Mr. Steve Augustine of SA
Architecture, Planning and Development. April 30,
2009 the drawings were presented to District staff
members and on JunelO, 2009 the green light was
given to commence work on the Blue Prints.

In December of 2009 Architectural drawings were
presented to Island Conference for approval and In
January of 2010 approval was given by the PEC for the
construction of the building.

Pastor George Bedford took up pastoral duties in
January 2011 and plans to erect a sanctuary began. At
this time also, Sis Claudia Marchand took up the
responsibility of Treasurer.

The land was cleared and on Saturday July 23 , 2011 at
10am, under the leadership of Rev. George Bedford the
ground breaking ceremony took place for the erection
of the first phase of the Tortola Moravian Church.
Construction began on July 25, 2011, and on
November 11, 2012 the first floor of the building was
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dedicated. This space was designated for parking but in
an attempt to have a place of our own to worship it is
being used until phase two is completed.

Pastor Alicia Ross Floyd was our next resident pastor
who served the fellowship from March 2013 to April
2016. During this time, in April of 2015, the Fellowship
sought to renew its mission and an assessment was
conducted by Bishop Samuel Gray.

On April 29, 2016 Pastor Erflin Browne arrived as
Pastor of the Fellowship and immediately set about
trying to increase the membership. This has been an
ongoing process and it is hoped that with God’s help
congregational status will be achieved.

Under the leadership of Pastor Browne, the second
phase of the building started on Monday March 19,
2018 with Pastor Browne and his wife Pastor Marlene
directly involved in the construction. Brother Alvin
Nibbs and Brother John Rodney are also directly
involved in the construction

There has been several revival services since the arrival
of Pastor Browne in an attempt to further evangelize
and expand the growth of the church and concerts have
been held to raise funds for the construction. At this
time, Sis. Amy Mc. Intosh is the Treasurer.

The members of the fellowship remain committed and
will continue to work to enhance the Kingdom of God.

There has been many bumps along the way but with
God’s help and guidance we are still here. And in the
words of the song writer

We've come this far by faith,
Leaning on the Lord,
Trusting in His holy Word,

He's never failed us --yet.
Singin' oh, oh, oh, can't turn a-round,
We've come this far by faith.
Singin' oh, oh, oh, can't turn a-round,
We've come this far by faith.
We've come this far by ---faith.

E.A.SMITH
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—i— Ordination Anniversary

Rev. Eulencine Christopher 05 November 1995

Birthday Celebrants for December

Bro. Ulric V. Smith Jr 02

Bro. Alban St. Hill 02

Sis. Liselle Roberts 08

Bro. Kevin St. Hill 08

Sis. Bonnie EB.W Smith 10

Sis Cicely Athill-Horsford 12

Bro. Hilton Joseph 18

Bro. Vankys Isaac 18

Sis. Cecile Rossington 22

Bro. Alvin Barker 25

Bro. Matthew Crooks 25

Sis. Olga Baird-Joefield 25
Anniversary Celebrants for December
Bro. Cortroy Jarvis & Sis. Althea Jarvis 07
Sis. Alicia Ross-Floyd & Bro. Myron Floyd 08

Bro. Ulric Smith & Sis. Bonnie E.B.W.Smith 10
Bro. Algernon Lewis & Sis. Denise Smith-Lewis 20
Bro. Patmore Smith & Sis. Jovanca Lewis-Smith 27
Bro. Hilton Joseph & Sis. Sharon McCardy Joseph 29

PEC MEETING
and Superintendents Conference 2019

The Schedule meetings for PEC for 2019 are:
¢ January 28-29, 2019 in Antigua
¢ April 24-27, 2019 in Barbados

The Superintendents Conference will be held:
- January 30-31, 2019 in Antigua.
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The Eastern West Indies Province offers condolences
to the Rev. Erwin Warner and family, on the passing
of his brother Shawn Warner. Shawn Warner passed
into the nearer presence of God on Tuesday
November 06, 2018 in Antigua.

Let us remember the family in our prayers!
Joke of the Day

A man in Scotland calls his son in London the
day before Christmas Eve and says, "I hate to
ruin your day but I have to tell you that your
mother and I are divorcing; forty-five years of
misery is enough.” 'Dad, what are you talking
about?' the son screams. “"We can't stand the
sight of each other any longer” the father
says. “We're sick of each other and I'm sick of
talking about this, so you call your sister in
Leeds and tell her.” Franticly, the son calls his
sister, who explodes on the phone. “Like hell
they're getting divorced!” she shouts, “I'll take
care of this!” She calls Scotland immediately,
and screams at her father “You are NOT get-
ting divorced. Don't do a single thing until I
get there. I'm calling my brother back, and
we'll both be there tomorrow. Until then, don't
do a thing, DO YOU HEAR ME?” and hangs up.
The old man hangs up his phone and turns to
his wife. 'Sorted! They're coming for Christmas
- and they're paying their own way.'

Author Unknown
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Only ten minutes away from the stores, shops and banks in St. John's.
Our International airport is also just ten minutes away.
Our balcony provides a refreshing view of undulating hills and valleys.
The conference center has a seating capacity for 200 persons.
We are situated on a hill over-looking the picturesque out-skirts of the city of St. John's, Antigua. —
There are EIGHT LARGE APARTMENTS which are available for rental. =
Each room is self contained with kitchenette.

he rooms are air-conditioned with Available internet and cable TV.

1 utilities are included with the exception of telephone.
g /




