And Jesus answered him, saying, It is
written, That man shall not live by
bread alone, but by every word of God.
Luke 4: vs 4.

September, 2017
Well, well, well, I must admit that as much as I am a West Indies Cricket die-hard
supporter, that never in my wildest imagination did I believe that Cricket West Indies
would have beaten England on August 29, 2017. This is especially so after the
humiliating defeat that Cricket West Indies received at the hands of the potent England
Cricket Team one week earlier. It was heart breaking. It was
sad. It deflated West Indian Supporters. It was like a funeral
procession when Cricket West Indies lost 19 wickets in one
day during the first Test Match against England.

A Church - Transformed,
United, Victorious in Christ

By the grace of God, we seek
to be faithful to our Lord
Jesus Christ; without
distinction, we use all that
we possess to call all
peoples to the truth of the
Gospel through worship,
evangelism, discipleship
and service.

The saying is true. Adversity causes some men to break,
while others break records. It was a total team effort. Yes,
Kraigg Brathwaithe and Shai Hope did the unimaginable, but
the bowlers did their part especially in England’s first innings to have kept Cricket West Indies in the game. What a
feat by this young Cricket West Indies Team. Kraigg
Rev. Dr. Cortroy Jarvis
Brathwaithe scored a century in the first innings and 95 in
Chairman of PEC
the second innings. What was more remarkable was to see
SHAI HOPE scoring a century in the first innings and a century in the second innings.
Moravian Church - EWI Province
He looked splendid. He looked so assured. He was not ruffled by anything that came Moravian Provincial Headquarters
his way. He had a goal and worked his way towards it. Hope hit 118 not out, his sec- Cashew Hill, P.O. Box 504
ond hundred of the match after his first-innings 147 to become the first batsman to
St. John’s, Antigua
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(268)560-0185
score hundreds in both innings of a first-class match at Headingley, England, since they
Fax(268)462-0643
started to play cricket there 127 years ago.
Set a seemingly unlikely 322 to win after half-centuries from Mark Stoneman, Joe
Root, Dawid Malan, Ben Stokes and Moeen Ali, Windies, who had lost 19 wickets in a
day to lose the first Test at Edgbaston by an innings and 209 runs, batted with great
attitude all along. Most remarkable of all was Hope, who hadn’t hit a hundred in any of
his previous 11 Tests.
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Victory gave Windies its first Test match win in
England since 2000. Truly, while some break under the
weight of adversity, OTHERS BREAK RECORDS.
(Photo below is Shai Hope).

When we find ourselves in a rut, we do well to ask
ourselves these three questions:
1. Is this rut of my own making? We tend to choose
a rut because its comfortable and requires no
risk. To get out of a rut, we need to make new
choices.
2. Whom am I following? We adopt certain
patterns in our lives because someone has taught
them to us directly or by example. Make sure
that you are following good leaders; don’t simply
follow the crowd.
3. Where am I going? Ruts develop when we lose a
sense of vision for our lives; when we are just
travelling through life and not attempting to
arrive at a destination. Goals take us somewhere!
The Bible is replete with examples of men and women
who stood tall in the midst of adversity. For this article,
we will examine Gideon.

A young Journalist, eager to land his first job, found
what seemed to be the perfect opportunity. He called
the newspaper and was told that applicants were being
interviewed at 10 a.m. the following day.
He worked all day to prepare both his resume’ and
portfolio of writing samples. Upon his arrival early the
next morning, to his dismay he found that nine other
would-be reporters had arrived even earlier. He took his
place in the line and kept an anxious watch on his
competitors. He recognized several of them and knew
their reputation. From all outward appearances, his
prospects did not look good.
Rather than give up in the face of this adverse situation,
however, he wrote a little note and handed it to the
secretary, telling her it was very important her boss see
it at once. When the boss read the note, he found
himself eager to meet the young man who had written
it. It read: “Dear Sir, I’m the young man who is tenth in
line. Please don’t make any decisions until you see
me”.
When faced with adversity, there ‘s nearly always a
creative way through it, around it, over it, or under it.
Most adverse situations can be resolved. Be creative in
facing your troubles today. There is a way. The writer
of Proverbs 24:10 declares: “If thou faint in the day of
adversity, thy strength is small”.

The book of Hebrews lists Gideon among the heroes of
faith in Israel’s history (Hebrews 11:32). The exploits
of men like Gideon, who lived more than 3,000 years
ago, are recorded because “whatever things were
written before were written for our learning, that we
through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have hope” (Romans 15:4).
The incident in his life most familiar to Bible readers
was a spiritual exercise in overcoming seemingly
insurmountable obstacles.
In the Book of Judges we see that God was preparing
Gideon for battle against numerically overwhelming odds:
“You have 32, 000 soldiers, Gideon, and that’s far too
many to do battle with the Medianites. I don’t want
anyone to think you’ll win the coming battle by your own
might. Tell your army that, if any among them are fearful,
they are free to go” (Judges 7:2-3, paraphrased).
Gideon did as God instructed. He offered his men an
honorable discharge from their duties, and 22,000 quickly
disappeared over the horizon, headed for home.
Gideon looked around. One moment he thought he could
count on 32,000 Israelite volunteers, the next he was left
with only 10,000. Considering that the Midianite army
numbered at least 135,000 (Judges 8:10), Gideon’s
diminished force might have been cause for concern.
Continue on Page 3
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Gideon’s shrinking army
Gideon was in for another shock. God told him:
“Gideon, you still have too many men to fight the
Midianites. Take your remaining men down to the
water and let them drink. There’s more sorting to do,
and those I select will do battle. But the rest, like those
before them, should also return home” (Judges
7:4, paraphrased).
Ten thousand Israelites welcomed a cool, refreshing
drink of water. The overwhelming majority-9,700-got
down on their knees, placed their mouths to the water
and drank. A relative handful, 300, crouched and
scooped water to their mouths with their hands.
These 300, God said, would make up his army (Judges
7:4-8). God hand-picked Gideon’s army: 300 men
whose most distinguishing characteristic was not in
proving themselves as mighty men of valor, but that
they drank water from a position different from
the others.
From 32,000 to 300, Gideon’s army became only a
fraction of what it had been. Surely God knew what
He was doing, didn’t He? Gideon might have
wondered whether they all might be better off going
home. Had God forgotten that Gideon’s little band of
soldiers would face an experienced army
outnumbering them 450 to one? From all appearances,
this situation made no sense.
God explained to Gideon His purpose for allowing
him such a small army to battle the physically and
numerically superior Midianites. He was not about to
allow Israel to be able to boast that her own strength
had saved her (Judges 7:2;1 Corinthians 1:27-29). That
honor would go to God alone. But God would work
through Gideon.

appointed him to save Israel from the Midianites, his
comments at the time showed that he considered
himself the least likely to succeed: “O my Lord, how
can I save Israel? Indeed my clan is the weakest in
Manasseh, and I am the least in my father’s
house” (Judges 6:15). Yet God’s angel spoke to the
contrary: “The Lord is with you, you mighty man of
valor!” (Judges 6:12).
Is this a biblical oxymoron? Was God blind to
Gideon’s fear and uncertainty? Not really. Looking to
the future, God saw Gideon’s character after God
inspired, bolstered and worked with him. God already
viewed Gideon as a mighty warrior, although Gideon
saw himself as a mere man with all his attendant
weaknesses. He was, after all, hiding in the winepress
while threshing his crop of wheat for fear of the
Midianites when the angel appeared to him (Judges
6:11).
Haven’t we found ourselves in similar situations?
Many centuries later the apostle Paul wrote that God
is more concerned with our spiritual strength than our
physical power. Paul illustrated this with his own
example, revealing that he had requested that God
heal him from a physical debilitation. However,
God’s response to Paul showed that He would not
heal him; it would ultimately be better for Paul and
others that he not be healed.
“And He said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient for you, for
My strength is made perfect in [your human] weakness’
… For when I am weak, then I am [spiritually]
strong” (2 Corinthians 12:9-10). God understands the
human heart and mind, that it is all too easy for us to
take credit for what is really God’s doing. When we
recognize that, God can use us more effectively, as both
Paul and Gideon learned.
As far as Gideon was concerned, he was the least likely
to become successful, especially as a warrior trying to
lead a quarreling and bickering nation of Israelites.

What led up to this fateful situation?

Proof of God’s intentions
Among the judges who ruled Israel, Gideon was one
of the most faithful and brave. Yet, when God

Gideon requested proof from God that He would be
with him. Gideon cooked meat and bread and
presented them to God’s messenger.
Continue on Page 8
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The start of a new academic
year comes with a degree of
excitement on the part of
teachers, students and parents.
After the long lazy days of
summer, learners of all ages
will embark on the journey of
academic growth and
continued development over
the next 9 – 10 months. As we
begin this new school year,
our hymn for the month of
September is # 77, My dear Redeemer and my Lord
which was written in 1709 by Isaac Watts. The name
of the tune appointed is Berkshire.

3

Cold mountains and the midnight air
Witnessed the fervour of thy prayer;
The desert thy temptations knew,
Thy conflict and thy victory too.

4

Be thou my pattern; make me bear
More of thy gracious image here;
Then God the Judge shall own my name
Among the followers of the Lamb.
1709. I. Watts

The central message of this hymn is this: the life of
Jesus demonstrates the perfect example of a human
life that is lived in total obedience to the will of God
the Father. What we see in the Gospels is a life that
was filled with the characteristics that we in our walk
with God should also emulate. They include
embracing truth, having a zeal for the things of God,
showing love and meekness and possessing a deep
commitment to a life of prayer. The closing stanza
echoes the prayer for us as followers of Jesus to
imitate the pattern that has been set before us. By so
doing, our lives will mirror the image of Jesus himself.

Below are the words and music for the hymn of the
month for September:

My dear Redeemer, and my Lord,
I read my duty in thy word;
But in thy life the law appears
Drawn out in living characters.
2

Such was thy truth, and such thy zeal,
Such deference to thy Father’s will,
Such love, and meekness so divine,
I would transcribe and make them mine.

Quote of the Day
Remember that what you believe will
depend very much on what you are.
Noah Porter
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Accepted for the Ministry of the Church
The PEC makes the following announcements:
Sis. Holliette Valentine, a member of
the Lebanon Moravian Church in
Antigua, has been appointed as an
Acolyte in her congregation with
effect from October 01, 2017.

Sis. Judy Winspeare-Philip, a
member of the Cashew Hill
Moravian Church in Antigua, has
been accepted as a candidate for
the Supplementary Ministry of
the Moravian Church, Eastern
West Indies Province.
Sis. Winspeare-Philip’s entry into UTCWI for formal
Theological Training has been deferred to a later date.

The Synod of the Moravian Church in Suriname was
held from August 20 - 25, 2017. It was a time when
the Church evaluated its mission and ministry as it
serves in a multi-religious, multi-cultural, multi-ethnic
society. I was moved by a number of things in
Suriname. However, of great significance there are (2)
two Chinese Moravian Churches; at least (3) three
Indian Moravian Churches and several Javanese
Moravian Churches. While the majority of Churches
are of Afro-centric nature, it is of great significance to
know that the Church has reached out to the different
ethnic groups. It is a great place to study Gospel and
Culture. (more in the next issue)

Let us remember our Sisters in prayer, as they enter
this new phase in Ministry in their lives.

Chinese Moravian Church

Photograph of the closing ceremony of the Mathematics
Enrichment Program held at the Moravian Provincial
Headquarters, Cashew Hill, Antigua from August 9-18,
2017.
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Conrad Spencer, Miss. Latoya Benjamin
and Dr. Vanere Goodwin were the Instructors.
This is a mission of the Moravian Church.
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CONSECRATION TO THE PRESBYTERATE
Rev. Bonnie Ella Barbara Williams Smith and the Rev. Devon Denfield Mannix were consecrated as Presbyters
of the Moravian Church Eastern West Indies Province on Sunday August 13, 2017. The service was held at the
Spring Gardens Moravian Church in Antigua at 5:00p.m.
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The angel told Gideon to place them on a rock, out of
which fire devoured the food.
Emboldened by this event, Gideon sent messengers to
the surrounding Israelite tribes to raise an army
against the Midianites. But apparently he soon had
second thoughts and desired more reassurance from
God. God patiently allowed Gideon to choose his
own proof of God’s promises.
Gideon first requested that, when he left the wool of a
sheep out overnight on the threshing floor, God
would allow the dew to moisten only the wool,
leaving the surrounding ground dry. God did as
Gideon requested. But, just to make sure that God had
performed the miracle, Gideon made another request
of God-this one, in Gideon’s mind, more difficult. He
asked God to reverse the miracle and allow the dew to
moisten only the surrounding ground, leaving the
wool dry.
Gideon knew the wool would absorb the dew more
easily than the hard ground of the threshing floor,
making this an even greater miracle. Again God did
as Gideon requested (Judges 6:39-40). Gideon was
convinced. This was proof enough for him to trust in
God’s calling.

The enemy delivered
Gideon must have taken heart when 32,000 fellow
Israelites answered his call for help against the
Midianites. Then he was likely bewildered as God
scaled down the army from 32,000 to 10,000, then
further to only 300.
God reassured Gideon: “By the three hundred men
who lapped I will save you, and deliver the
Midianites into your hand” (Judges 7:7). To reassure
Gideon further, God told him to go with his servant to
the enemy camp at night to “hear what they say; and
afterward your hands shall be strengthened to go
down against the camp” (Judges 7:9-11).
A formidable sight appeared to Gideon’s small army,
for “the Midianites and Amalekites, all the people of

the East, were lying in the valley as numerous as
locusts; and their camels were without number, as the
sand by the seashore in multitude” (Judges 7:12).
But Gideon and Purah, his servant, did as God
instructed. They stealthily made their way to the edge
of the enemy encampment, where they overheard an
amazing exchange between two soldiers. “I have had
a dream,” said one. “To my surprise, a loaf of barley
bread tumbled into the camp of Midian; it came to a
tent and struck it so that it fell and overturned, and the
tent collapsed.” His companion responded, “This is
nothing else but the sword of Gideon the son of
Joash, a man of Israel! Into his hand God has
delivered Midian and the whole camp” (Judges 7:1314).
God had inspired these men to inform Gideon
precisely of what God would do for him. “And so it
was, when Gideon heard the telling of the dream and
its interpretation, that he worshiped. He returned to
the camp of Israel, and said, ‘Arise, for the Lord has
delivered the camp of Midian into your
hand’ ” (Judges 7:15).
The plan was simple but brilliant: Gideon divided the
300 men into three groups, equipped each of the men
with a trumpet and a pitcher covering a lighted torch.
He instructed them, “When I blow the trumpet, I and
all who are with me, then you also blow the trumpets
on every side of the whole camp, and say, ‘The sword
of the Lord and of Gideon!’” (Judges 7:18).
When they were in place surrounding the Midianites’
camp, Gideon and his small army blew their trumpets,
shouted their battle cry, broke their pitchers and held
their torches high. “When the three hundred blew the
trumpets, the Lord set every man’s sword against his
companion throughout the whole camp; and the
[enemy] army fled to Beth Acacia …” (Judges 7:22).
In the dark the Midianites panicked at the tumult of
shouting, trumpet blasts and breaking pitchers and the
sight of torches surrounding them. In their terror and
confusion they fought and killed each other. Gideon’s
men emerged unscathed.

Continue on Page 9
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The judge who refused to be king
In spite of his fame, Gideon remained humble. When
he had routed the Midianites, the Israelites wanted
him to rule as a king over them. Gideon’s memorable
and faithful words: “I will not rule over you, nor shall
my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over
you” (Judges 8:23).
Gideon’s words speak well of his character. He knew
that all human rulership will eventually fail, that
God’s rulership is the only lasting answer to
mankind’s problems. Perhaps he understood that the
time is coming during which this will become reality:
Jesus Christ will reign on earth in the Kingdom
of God.
Gideon knew that only God could exercise fair
judgment on mankind. The book of Judges recounts a
sad litany of how inadequately man rules himself.
The book of Judges concludes with, “In those days
there was no king in Israel; everyone did what was
right in his own eyes” (Judges 21:25). Some have
assumed that this implies that a human king was the
best answer to Israel’s backsliding during the days of
the judges. This is not true. God makes this clear
through the prophet Samuel when the Bible picks up
the story of ancient Israel’s history: “Then all the
elders of Israel gathered together and came to Samuel
at Ramah, and said to him, ‘Look, you are old, and
your sons do not walk in your ways. Now make for us
a king to judge us like all the nations.’ But the thing
displeased Samuel when they said, ‘Give us a king to
judge us.’ So Samuel prayed to the Lord. And the
Lord said to Samuel, ‘Heed the voice of the people in
all that they say to you; for they have not rejected
you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign
over them’ ” (1 Samuel 8:4-7).
Judges 21:25 is not advocating a human king as the
solution for Israel’s problems throughout the time of
the book of Judges. Coupled with Samuel’s
experience in dealing with carnal, unconverted
people, it does help us see that humans, in rejecting
God’s rule over them, are incapable of rightly
governing themselves.

Apparently Gideon understood the ultimate importance and safety of having God as man’s Ruler. He
knew this was a far better outcome than being forced
to endure the unpredictability and subjectivity of
human nature and ingrained vanity and selfishness of
human leaders. Gideon knew that God is always
merciful, patient and just toward human beings; human beings are seldom so.
Gideon’s humble, visionary attitude made of him a
conqueror before God and a hero in the eyes of his
countrymen. Gideon’s example proves to us that,
through the faithfulness of a few, many can be
delivered and become conquerors. With God the
outcome doesn’t depend on human might and
strength (Zechariah 4:6), because a few plus God is
better than a majority without Him!
It holds true, that as we seek to “Advance the
Kingdom” that adversities will come but we should
never allow these to cause us to break. Rather, we
should seek to persevere through the challenging
times, for nothing good comes easy. The Psalmists is
right on target when he declares in Psalm 30:5,
“weeping may endure for the night, but Joy
cometh in the morning”. Rather than allowing our
adversity to cause us to Break and lose hope, let us
use them to propel us forward and rise above
anything that will pull us down.

APPOINTMENT OF SUPERINTENDENT
The PEC makes the following announcements:
1. The Rev. Vera Waithe will step down as
Superintendent of the Barbados Conference, with
effect from August 31, 2017. Rev. Waithe began
serving as Superintendent of the Barbados
Conference in February 2002. The PEC wishes
to express its thanks and appreciation to Rev.
Waithe for the leadership which she provided
over the many years. God Bless you.
2 The Rev. Ezra Parris has been appointed
Superintendent of the Barbados Conference, with
effect from September 01, 2017.
Let us remember them in our prayers.
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PEC MEETING
The PEC will meet in the Tobago Conference from
September 29 to October 2nd, 2017
Please bear up the members of the PEC in prayer

FURLOUGH


The Rev. Nigel Daniel, Pastor of the Spring Garden
and Bethesda Pastorate in the Tobago Conference,
has been granted four (4) months furlough from July
15 - November 15, 2017.



The Rt. Rev. Dr. Conrad Spencer, Pastor of the Faith
Congregation on St. Croix, Virgin Islands Conference, has been granted four (4) months furlough from
September 01 - December 31, 2017.



The Rev. Ulric V. Smith Pastor of the Cana Moravian Church in the Antigua Conference, has been
granted four (4) months furlough from September 1
– December 31, 2017.

Day of Prayer
for the Surviving Spouses
of Ministers in the EWI Province
Sunday September 17, 2017 is the annual day of prayer
for the Surviving Spouses of Moravian Ministers in the
Eastern West Indies Province. On this day we will remember the following persons in prayer:








Frances John - Tobago
Margaret John - Tobago
Ida Brown - Antigua
Deborah Challenger - Antigua
Myrtle Miller - USA
Shirley Joseph – USVI
Gwendolyn Jacobs USVI

As we remember them in prayer, a special offering will
be taken on this day as a token of appreciation to our
sisters for the tremendous role they played in the ministry
of the Church.

1. The Moravian Church Eastern
West Indies Province express
condolences to The Treasurer of
the Moravian Church Virgin
Island Conference Mr. Carl Isaac
and his Brother Richard Isaac and
the Rev. Vankys Isaac on the
passing of Louise Isaac, their
Mother
and
Grandmother
respectively.
Mother Isaac, passed into the nearer presence of God on
Monday August 14, 2017 at the age of 103 years. She was
a member of the Bethesda Moravian Congregation in
St. Kitts.
A Service of Thanksgiving was held on Monday August
28, 2017 at 2.30.p.m.

2. The PEC expresses sympathy on the passing of
Olive Augusta Rogers (nee Connor), the Aunt
of the Rev. Dr. Errol Connor.
She passed into the nearer presence of God on
Saturday August 19, 2017 in St. Maarten where she
last resided at the age of 99 yrs and 6 months. A
Service of Praise and Thanksgiving to mark her life
and witness will be held on Saturday September 9th,
2017 in Anguilla, the place of her birth.
3. The Eastern West Indies Province expresses
condolences to Bro. Edgar Barreiro and family on the
passing of his Brother, the late Rev. David Gonsalves
-Barreiro. The funeral service will be held on
September 05, 2017 at 1.00p.m. at the Mount of
Blessing Tabernacle on Wireless Road in Antigua.
Let us remember these families in our prayers.

11

Anniversary Greetings for
the month of
September is
extended to:

Virtue of the Month: Moderation
by The Family Connection

Moderation is creating a healthy balance in your life
between work and play, rest and exercise. You don’t
overdo or get swept away by the things you like. You
use your self-discipline to take charge of your life and
your time.
You are practicing moderation when you:

Bro. Ezra & Sis. Julie Parris
Bro. Conrad & Sis. Sonia Spencer
Bro. Frank Alvin and Sis. Gloria Barker
Bro. Keith & Sis. Cicely Athill-Horsford

05
24
27
30

– Get enough of what you need, no more, no less,
– Use self-discipline to stop yourself from over
things,
– Take charge of your health,

JOKE OF THE DAY
FBI AGENT

– Balance work and play in your life,
– Know your own limits and set boundaries for
yourself, and
– Are content with enough.
Affirmation:
I am moderate. I am thankful and content to get what I
need. I use my time and energy wisely. My life is
balanced.

Birthday Greetings for
the month of
September is extended
to
Bro. Collin Matthew
Sis. Cynthia Hill
Bro. Walton Frederick
Sis. Myrtle Isaac
Bro. Keith Horsford
Sis. Paula Roberts
Bro. Devon Mannix
Bro. Dave George
Sis. Lynda Prout

2
3
7
8
10
17
23
23
29

A rancher was minding his own business when

an FBI agent came up to him and said, "We got
a tip that you may be growing illegal drugs on
the premises. Do you mind if I take a look
around?"
The old rancher replied, "That's fine, you
shouldn't go over there though." As he pointed
at one of his fields.
The FBI agent snapped at him, "I'm a
federal agent! I can go wherever I want!" With
that he pulled out his badge and shoved it into
the ranchers face.
The rancher shrugged this off and continued
with his daily chores. About 15 minutes later
he heard a loud scream from the field he had
pointed out earlier. All of a sudden he could
see the FBI agent sprinting towards him with a
large bull on his heels.
The rancher rushed to the fence and yelled,
"Your badge! Show your badge to the bull!"
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Conferences
Meetings
Seminars
Weddings
Banquet
Dinner

Only ten minutes away from
the stores, shops and banks
in St. John's.
Our International airport is
also just ten minutes away.
Our balcony provides a
refreshing view of undulating
hills and valleys.
The conference center has a
seating capacity for 200
persons.
We are situated on a hill
over-looking the picturesque
out-skirts of the city of
St. John's, Antigua.

Contact us Tel: (268) 560-0185 Fax: (268) 462-0643
Email: moravianchewip@gmail.com

There are EIGHT LARGE
APARTMENTS which are
available for rental. Each
room is self contained with
kitchenette. The rooms are
air-conditioned with
Available internet and
cable TV. All utilities are
included with the exception
of telephone.

