A COMMUNICATION FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF PEC - EWI

Preach the word; be prepared in sea-
son and out of season; correct, rebuk
and encourage- with great patience
and careful instruction. 2 Timothy 4:2 /5

Why is the Trinity
important to advance the Kingdom?

On Trinity Sunday many Christians remember and honor the
of an eternal God, consisting of the Father, Son and Holy S
Many churches have special prayers on Trinity Sunday. The Att
sian Creed, named after St Athanasius, Archbishop of Alexandi
recited in some churches on Trinity Sunday because of its stror
firmation of the Triune nature of God. Today May 31, 2015is T
ity Sunday.

S

Rev. Dr. Cortroy Jarvis
Chairman of PEC

History records that it was Pope Gregory IX instituted Trinity S
day in 828 AD. This day is notable for being the only major Christian festival that cele
a doctrine of the church rather than an event in its sacred history. It is dedicated to th
tian belief in the Trinity that is: Father, Son and Holy Spirit and falls on the Sunday fc
ing Pentecost each year. The belief of one God in three elements is a distinctive of th
tian faith but the early church was plagued by contrary, controversial and heretical
Trinity Sunday spread throughout the western church somewhere around the 14th ce

In some churches, the liturgical color is white on Trinity Sunday. Images of the Trin
the Father, Son and Holy Spirit depict that there are three elements of one God. The
is sometimes symbolized by a triangular shape formed by three overlapping oval r
loops, each featuring one of the following images: the crown (father) within the top loc
lamb (son) within the second loop (clockwise); and the dove (spirit) within the third
(clockwise).

The Trinity is one of the most fascinating and controversial Christian doctrines. Itis t
lief that God is one irssencéGreekiio u s )i batdistinct inperson(Greekfh y p o s)t
Don't let the word "person” fool you. The Greek word for person means "that which |
on its own," or "individual reality," and does not mean the persons of the Trinity are
human persons.

Therefore we believe that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are somehow distir
one another (not divided though), yet completely united in will and essence. How c
be?Well, think of the Trinity as a musical chord. It is said that thehGrd includes the C
E, and G notes, which are all distinct notes, but joined together as one chord, the ¢
richer and more dynamic than had the notes been played individually.

Continue on Page 2
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Why is the Trinity important to advance the Kingdom?  The Trinity is vitally important to the Christian Faith. With-

Cont6d from Page 1 out it the Christian Faith falls flat to the grou@lo d 6 s o
Son, Jesus, was sent into thiswaild hat whoeve

The chords are all equally important in producing the rich in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For

sound, and the sound is lacking and thin if one of the notes isgod sent not His Son into the world to condemn the

left out. world, but that the world through Him might be
savedo (-1%.hheHoly Spiribtestifies that Jesus

The Son is said to be eternabiggottenof the Father, while is the Christ, the Messiah and Savior.

the Holy Spirit is said tgroceedfrom the Father through

the Son. Each member of the Trinity interpenetrates or inter- When we interpret this passage, we should recognize the

twines with one another, and each has distinct roles in crea-ach member of the Trinity is God. All three speak with
tion and redemption, which is called the Divine economy. authoritybecause God, the Creator of everything is our ulti-

. mate authority; is everywhere, and that is the major reasol
For instance, God the Father created the world through theWhy the Holy Spirit can testify of Jesus:

Son and the Holy Spirit hovered over the waters atcreation. s But God has revealed t hen
For the Spirit searches all things, even, the deep things

The Nicene definition of the Trinity developed over time, o f G €arinthians 2:10).

was based on Scripture and Traditidradition can be seen

as the living faith of the deadThe Scriptures call the Fa- If the Holy Spirit is not God, then we cannot completely

- . trust the truths to which He guides us, such as Jesus beir
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit "God,” yet the three are o \essiah. God has given us this truth through His Word.
also clearly distinct. For instance, St. John gives Jesus theand the Trinity is important simply because the doctrine is
tittes theosand monogenes theo&od and OnlyBegotten revealed in Scripture. Also, the doctrine of the Trinity goes
God) and has Jesus saying that the Father and Son are onand in hand with the doctrine of salvation (e.g., the many
yet in his gospel Jesus also states that the Father and Son a}gmgs that Jesus said and did have no meaning if He is nc

) od) . Even though the word
not one witness, but two (John 1:1, 18; 8187 10:30). ture, the doctrine is clearly presented.

Jesus is one with the Father, but they constitute two wit- The doctrine of the Trinity is important because it helps to
nesses? It is scriptures such as these that led to the develoglescribe the nature of God. Indeed, it is crucial because i
ment of the Trinity doctrine. The Church had to reconcile the "€V€2ls what and who God is (one God in three persons;
Divinity of Christ andthe Holv Spirit with Jewish monothe- and this insight allows Christians, to view the inner work-
_ y. o VP ] ing of Godds nature and per
ism, that is, the belief in the existence of one God or in the

oneness of God. Over time, and with the aid of the Holy In addition, the doctrine brings together in a coherent man-

Spirit, the Church reflected on the implications of God's na- n e r the great truths about

ture, and even began using the word Trinity by the middle of €xample, the Father (the first person of the trinity) sends the
the 2nd century to describe the relationship between the Fa—Son Into th_e world to offe_r propitiatory sacrlflce. on .the

. Cross; t hat i s, a sacrifici
ther, Son, and Spirit. wrath against sin and exte
by allowing repentant sinners to escape judgement. The So
Trouble struck in the 4th century when a presbyter named (the second person of the trinity) is able to provide atone-
Arius denied the Father and Son was both true God and co ment because he is both God and man. In other words, th
eternal. His bishop Alexander of Alexandria challenged him G0@Man conquers death, sin and hell through his glorious

: . resurrection from the dead. The Holy Spirit (the third per-
and deposed him. Eventuglly the Arian gontrover§y Spr6_3"’“_j’son of the trinity) is directly responsible for the repentant
and the emperor Constantine, newly fascinated with Christi-s j nner 6s new birth through
anity, convened a council of bishops in AD 325 in Nicaea to
deal with Arianism. It is there that the Church drew up the The three members of the Trinity make the entire plan of
beginnings of the curreMicene Creedin the latter half of rhﬁdd emp tdl 0 ”d r? OTS_ si b Ih ¢ . It bII S
the 4th century the Church dealt with those who specifically chrdren tc_) un erstand the Trinity so that t ey are able e

_ o - ) articulate it in such a way as to usher others into the King-
denied the divinity of the Holy Spirit, adding more text t0  yom.

the creed.
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Cloud of Withessess

by
Rev. Dr. Winelle Kirton Roberts

Rev. Edward Thomas Sr.

This monthly feature is to reell the stories of ordained Pastors who served in the Eastern West Indies Provinc
in recent past. It is intended to inform us of the life and witness of these ministers and their spouses so that
can better appreciate the sacrifices they have made. Moreover, it is hoped that both the ordained-arghured

will be inspired to continue our ministry diligently knowing that our labour will never be in vain in the Lord.

The following biography of was submitted by his Son Edward Thomas Jr.

Edward Nathani el Thomas, affectionately known as
and Maria Williams on November 30, 1905 on the island of St. Thomas. He was educated in the public schoc
tem and recognized by all who taught him for his academic ability. Unable to continue his education because
familyébs economic situation, he pursued the art o
He worked as a civilian employee for the U. S. Navy in St. Thomas rising through the ranks to become the as:
paymaster until the submarine base closed after World War 1. He then continued his career as a tailor spe
many years until retirement at the Elverhoj Dress Shop on Main Street. We always remembered with great
how in the early years of the St. Thomas Carnival, he made annually all of the costumes for the large Higgins
troupe.

On October 16, 1941, he married Jennie B. Rabsatt, a native of Long Look, Tortola. This union produced two
dren, Joyce J. Thomaéeyliger and Edward E. Thomas, Jr. He also was the father of Edna Thomas, a current
dent of Englewood, New Jersey, by an earlier relationship. His wife was instrumental in bringing him into
Church and later on as he had a personal encounter with his Lord and Savior.

Brother Thomasdéd | ove for Jesus Christ was refl ect
the Moravian Church in general and the Memorial congregation in particular, which became his home away
home. He was a member of the Kingds Daughters ar

and also served as Sunday School Superintendent for several years. After serving as a Lay Preacher for nu
years, he was favored with ordination as a Minister of the Gospel. He considered this selection to be the high
o f _ Jdi8i s RCHUTT s t g . Se-alll™ | 0 gt Such as Reverend Thoma
on the church grounds for many years after becoming a widower.

@IngE T*hlhr yshd a9 September, 1997, at the age of 92, h

Fulfilling the Mandate - Advance the Kingdom



Summoning the demons:
Playing 'Charlie Charlie' game poses real danger,  Another priest, Fr Stephen McCarthy, warned students
warns Vatican exorcist at the Saints John Neumann and Maria Goretti Catholic
High School in Philadelphia against playing the
There is a dangerous (¢ adgageTlednbependemegbkel éhimlhetdgy. Char |
which has spread like wild fire across the Schools in An-
tigua and which has started to affect students in schoa
It is a Demonic game which was
picked up on social media.[
now share with you what | ha S\,\.‘z“
gained from an article writte

by Monica Cantilero.

Lﬁﬁere is a dangerous game going around on social me
dia which openly encourages im-

; pressionable young people to sum-

- mon demons," Father McCarthy

said in an open letter.
"I want to remind you all there is
no such thing as 'innocently playing
with demons.™
"Please be sure to NOT participate
and encourage others to avoid par-

/ ticipation as well."

"The problem with opening your-
self up to demonic activity is that it opens a window of
possibilities which is not easily closed," he said.

A Vaticanapproved exorcis
has warned against the dang
of playing the game known gg
"Charlie, Charlie,” which i
gaining popularity among your
people on social media.

Spanish priest Jose Antonio Fortea said theaked
Charlie Charlie Challenge, a game played on a sim
fied version of the Ouija board, poses a real danger a
involves the summoning of spirits, the Catholic Ne
Agency reported on Wednesday.

I&e origin of the fad remains unclear. Time suggestec
at versions of the game can be traced to 2008. A You
ube video, "Jugando Charly Charlie," was posted in
June last year but the game, which uses pencils, is a littl
different.
TE.? game use]:cs ;WO pgnsbandda papgr_todcreate a M&Gtier user @ _kluh was one of the first who adopted
shift version of the Ouija board. A grid is drawn on paihe hashtag #Charlie Charlie Challenge, which was use:

per to make four panels, two of which are labelled "ye .
and the other two "no." The pens are then put on top a%over two million people, wrote the BBC on Monday.

another, positioned like a cross. o _ _
Occult activity and the need for exorcisms has increaset

The ol ivok Mexi q b li tﬁ a critical level globally, with the spokesperson for the
,,Cﬁ Fl’.ay%rﬁ w;vo €a e>|<|c?n fla(r:nhonll y gr? '?g 94l ternational Association of Exorcists saying the number
arlie, L-harlie can we piay" or ariie, harlie arge bishops and cardinals asking to be part of their annus

you here?" Then the_y walt f_or the pen to move as th@%nference due to rising demonic activity has been going
film the game for online posting. up )

Father Fortea warned that the game involves the re
occult practice of "calling on spirits," cautioning peopl
that "some spirits who are at the root of that practice w
harass some of those who play the game.”

‘ﬂ"s becoming a pastoral emergency,” Cascioli told
atholic News Agency. "At the moment the number of
sturbances of extraordinary demonic activity is on the

rise."

Even though players "vvc_)nt be possessed, the_ SF,),'”t ﬂﬁte increase in demonic activity can be linked to dwin-
has been summoned "will stay around for a while.

dling faith among people and a growing interest and par:

Also, the game “will result in other spirits beginning t@icination in occult activities like Ouija boards and se-
enter into even more frequent communication." ances. said Cascioli

"And so then the person really can suffer much worse

consequences from the demons," Father Fortea said. Continue on Page 8

Fulfilling the Mandate Advance the Kingdom



Hymn of the Month for June, 2015
by Rev. Dr. Mikie Roberts
Director, Provincial Hymnal Committee.

As we come migyear to the month of _ _
June, | invite us to shift our focus to SO fise up young people, stand up strong, we cannot faint.

the many children and youth within We will worship King Jesus!
our congregations. This time of the Bless His name! We are His sairds
year some are already on summer He will ever equip us for the work we have to do.
vacation, at least those who are at God is faithful
® the tertiary level of their education. He will make us faithful too.

There are others who having com-
pleted their 611 PWeaaeyougdmpeodeceonaeaiaias to the Lamb;

Entranced6 exams tWeddécobh™warholy, we kno
schools are anxiously awaiting the results. Then of ~ God has called us,
course, we also have many who are now working to- His own gospel to proclaim.

wards preparing for their end of term promotion exams. ~ Bringing nations to praise and glorify thy name.

So as we keep our children in prayer our hymn of the A
month for June is specifically directed towards them. It We ar e young people wedr

i sWefiare young people, we are followers of the God dwells in us, building up our spirit man.
Lambd t he words and music of whi chGopeferwardwr i tten by
the Rev. Denise Smithewis. The arrangement of this To declare that Jesus reigns.

hymn was done by Rev. Dr. Patmore Smith. Realizing  Build His kingdom working till He comes again

that the word of God warns that life and death are in the Denise Smith.ewis

power of the tongue, it is fitting that in this hymn, our
youth are offered lifaggiving words through which they
make several declarations. What might these be? They
are servants and followers of Christ; they are holy in
their life styles; they are empowered by the Holy Spirit
that dwells in them. But beyond declaring who they are,
in this hymn they are also committing themselves to
what they wil!/ do for O6the Lamb. 6 The centr al me ¢
of this hymn is that it summons the youth of our con-
gregations to rise up and to be strong in the Lord as
they faithfully serve Christ in proclaiming the Gospel to
the nations.

God knows that now more than ever we need a genera-

tion of youth who are dedicated to fulfilling the man-

date of Christ to be disciples and to make disciples. So

might we offer this hymn to them during this month of

June with the hope that all of us, not just our youth, will

be firm in our resolve that as o6foll owers of the
we wi | | be obedient to Godbdés call in our l i ves.
are the words and music of this hymn:

We are young people we are followers of the Lamb
We will serve Him with heart and strength and mind we can.
God is faithful,
He will give the strength to do.
Give Him worship! Glory honour praises due.
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